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Welcome  “Thanks to you, women everywhere 
are logging on and rising up from 

the digital grassroots. Their fingers 
may be on the keyboard, but their 

feet are firmly planted on the ground, 
unfurling change on their own terms.”

- Jensine Larsen, CEO and 
Jessica Robinson, Board Chair
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Welcome to a Seedbed 
of Global Change

2021 continued to challenge all of us—especially women. 
In a world of pain and backsliding, women are facing 
unprecedented challenges to our very survival—much 
less our ability to lead. According to the World Economic 
Forum, we lost a generation of progress towards gender 
equity in 2021 alone.

Yet women’s leadership has never been more essential. 
With more than a decade of experience as a safe, supportive 
online community connecting women worldwide for change, 
we at World Pulse know that women’s visions must have a 
safe place to take root and grow. 

World Pulse provides a buffer in a brutal and difficult time. 
Our digital safe haven is where women, non-binary people, 
and allies from around the world are cross-pollinating 
solutions to heal ourselves, each other, and the world. 

In 2021, we seeded massive change and centered 
community care. Our global community planted 
visionary seeds and nurtured new growth that is already 
transforming lives and communities. Most notably:

• Deep impact led by members who held and lifted 
each other through the storm, including male allies.

• Transformative new programs developed in close 
collaboration with our global community.

• Creating our new online platform, reimagined 
through ethical tech and member feedback.

• Amplifying women’s voices and leadership through 
groundbreaking reports, events, and editorial signal 
boosting.

• Strengthening our foundation with new team 
members, advisors, and supporters, all while 
centering justice, diversity, equity & inclusion at our 
core. 

The rising global ecosystem of World Pulse is impacting 
millions — and it would not be possible without you, 
whether you’re a community member, supporter, advisor, or 
collaborator. Thanks to you, women everywhere are logging 
on and rising up from the digital grassroots. Their fingers 
may be on the keyboard, but their feet are firmly planted on 
the ground, unfurling change on their own terms.

Jessica Robinson
Board Chair

Jensine Larsen
Founder + CEO
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Executive Summary

With over 10 years of experience using the power of 
technology to grow women’s leadership across the globe, 
we’ve created a safe digital refuge for women to speed up 
the pace of gender equity.

World Pulse is an 
independent, women-led 
social network for social 

change.

80,000
World Pulse 
network members

227
countries
and territories

24.5 million
lives reported impacted 
by our global community

The World Pulse Effect
A woman who comes to World Pulse feeling isolated and 
invisible finds a supportive community that makes her 
more connected, heard, and confident.

Raise her voice
On World Pulse, no one speaks for 
her. She speaks for herself.

Trade resources
She can find what she needs and 
share what she has through our 
resource exchange.

Connect with sisters
She can find and share support 
through connections and 
comments.

As a result, she takes more 
action for change.
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2021: A Year of Seeding 
Transformation

Community
Deep impact led by 
members who held 
and lifted each other 
through the storm, 
including male allies.

Programs
Transformative new 
programs developed 
in close collaboration 
with our global 
community.

Platform
Creation of our new 
online platform, 
reimagined through 
ethical tech and 
member feedback.

Amplification
Raising women’s voices 
and leadership through 
groundbreaking reports, 
events, and editorial 
signal boosting.

People
Strengthening our 
foundation with new 
team members, 
advisors and supporters 
and a focus on diversity, 
equity & inclusion.

76.8%
reported that their 
actions as a result 
of World Pulse 
made an impact.

Total Reported 
Community Impact

Cumulative number of lives year over year our community reported impacting in their communities as a 
result of their participation with World Pulse

All World Pulse impact data reflect an assumption of contribution rather than attribution. While we only report 
results that our members attribute to World Pulse’s impact in their lives and communities, we recognize that 
we are a contributing factor—one strand in a web of activities and circumstances that members participate 
in throughout their changemaking journey.

1,000,000

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

4,000,000

7,000,000

10,000,000

13,000,000

15,000,000

7.6m

12.6m

17.4m

21.6m
24.5M

100
the most common 
number of lives members 
report impacting per year
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World Pulse uses a Monitoring, Evaluation, and Learning (MEL) 
framework that examines how digital empowerment leads to 
members taking action for personal and social change. We 
are committed to a process that is accountable, systematic, 
transparent, accurate, ethical, and innovative. 

Our MEL research is led by Jasmine R. Linabary, Ph.D., an expert 
in safety and inclusive participation in digital and physical 
spaces. Through consent-based reporting, we evaluate 
whether members report having accessed increased voice, 
connection, and resources through their participation with 
World Pulse, and whether that then led to action (leadership, 
collective action, decision-making) and ultimately social 
change. 

We measure our program effectiveness by analyzing 
quantitative and qualitative data collected from our website, 
an annual impact survey, program surveys, and ongoing 
community feedback via multiple channels. Through these 
channels we track the engagement, outcomes, and needs of 
our community to provide organizational learning and inform 
strategic planning. Our annual impact survey is used year over 
year for comparative results.

About Our 
Methodology

*Our total impact number reflects members’ self-reported estimates of the number of people they directly 
impacted in 2021 through their actions as a result of their involvement with World Pulse. In our annual impact 
survey, these numbers are provided along with a corresponding change story. When a range was provided, 
we took the conservative estimate. We also include data reported by Featured Changemakers through 
their Impact Dashboards on WorldPulse.org. The impact number represents a variety of types and depths 
of impact and reach reported by members. The cumulative number over time may not reflect unique 
individuals impacted given that some members may be taking action in the same communities and/or 
with the same groups. While it would be implausible to independently verify all members’ change stories 
and reported impact, we do seek to follow up, when possible, with participants who report sizable impact 
numbers to better understand and contextualize these estimates.
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This last year brought new 
challenges and opened old 

wounds — from escalating global 
conflict to the ongoing pandemic. 

But through it all, our members 
continued to log on and rise up.

“I am inspired by great voices 
from ordinary women like me 
who are working tirelessly to 

make this world a better place.” 

- World Pulse member, Uganda

Here’s how the World Pulse community led 
impact across pressing issues of 2021.
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Kamila — Afghanistan

Amplifying the voices of Afghan women 
& finding support far from home

Peace and Security

of members say World Pulse 
led to new connections

60.4%

“World Pulse has accompanied me 
from the dark days in Kabul to refugee 

settlements in Europe and now in 
Canada. I feel it has not only given me 
the voice to speak out but the journey 

that I have shared with World Pulse has 
made a strong emotional connection 

with women around the globe.”

Kamila Geethi began writing on World Pulse about her 
fears and hopes for Afghan women as the Taliban took 
over rural areas of her country. She continued to write 
even as the Taliban advanced on Kabul, and when she 
was evacuated to Europe, she kept speaking out. She was 
strengthened by the solidarity messages from World Pulse 
members all over the world—as well as real life support 
from local World Pulse members when she relocated to 
Canada. She is now committed to being a strong voice for 
Afghan women and refugees.

Read Kamila’s stories, in her own words >

https://www.worldpulse.org/profile/kamila-geethi-0x151fb9b5
https://www.worldpulse.org/profile/kamila-geethi-0x151fb9b5
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Paulina — Philippines

Leveraging digital skills to protect & 
uplift women in a changing climate

Climate Change

of members report World 
Pulse increased their belief 
in their ability to take action 
for change

80.7%

“The stories on World Pulse are 
life changing. It’s important 
to me that every woman can 

recognize her wealth and 
strength within, even with the 

limitations brought to us. 
There is something we can all 

do and contribute.”

Paulina is a passionate climate leader rooted in The 
Philippines, where she promotes women’s participation 
and leadership in peatland restoration. But on World Pulse, 
she’s branched well beyond her home country both by 
leading environmental trainings as a Digital Ambassador 
and by connecting with women from as many nations as 
she can. She’s now “visited” 100 countries through World 
Pulse.

Connect with Paulina 
on World Pulse >

 Impact

80+

https://www.worldpulse.org/profile/paulina-nayra-0x151693c9
https://www.worldpulse.org/profile/paulina-nayra-0x151693c9
https://www.worldpulse.org/profile/paulina-nayra-0x151693c9


21

Community  |  How our members led on key issues in 2021

20

Aimee — U.S.

Speaking out for women’s 
bodily autonomy

Reproductive Rights

of members reported World Pulse 
helped them increase credibility 
as a leader on an issue

63.3%

“Early in my pregnancy, I had 
considered abortion and decided 
it was not for me. It was one of the 

last choices I would make in my 
pregnancy that felt like mine.”

After her state of Texas passed a restrictive state law 
banning most abortions, Aimee Knight logged on to share 
her journey from teen mom to advocate for reproductive 
freedoms. She urges women to take back their power and 
choice at the polls and in court.

Read Aimee’s story, in her own words >

https://www.worldpulse.org/story/us%3A-why-i-support-a-woman's-right-to-choice-0x192d5008
https://www.worldpulse.org/story/us%3A-why-i-support-a-woman's-right-to-choice-0x192d5008
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Veronica — Cameroon

Growing leadership skills & networks to 
support women with disabilities

Disability Justice

of members reported World 
Pulse led to a beneficial 
opportunity or resource

51.1%

“I have received funding 
opportunities, I have been 

published by World Pulse, and 
I have met more female leaders 

around the world.”

As CEO and Founder of the Community Association for 
Vulnerable Persons, Veronica Ngum Ndi opens pathways 
for hundreds of women with disabilities to become leaders 
and advocate for change. She works tirelessly to ensure 
that women in her community are able to log on to World 
Pulse and benefit from this sisterhood. 

Connect with Veronica 
on World Pulse >

 Impact

430+

https://www.worldpulse.org/profile/veronica-ngum-ndi-0x153824e8
https://www.worldpulse.org/profile/veronica-ngum-ndi-0x153824e8
https://www.worldpulse.org/profile/veronica-ngum-ndi-0x153824e8
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Catherine — Sweden

Affirming natural Afro hairstyles through 
storytelling, training & advocacy

Racial Justice

reported changes in 
behavior in their community 
as a result of World Pulse

30.1% 

“If you know you have a right 
and have been marginalized, 

you have the freedom of speech 
to raise your voice even if 

you’re standing by yourself. 
You are worth it.”

After moving to Sweden from Cameroon and experiencing 
discrimination at a hair salon, Catherine took matters into 
her own hands. She shared her story on World Pulse and 
launched changemaking initiatives to address colorism 
and teach families how to care for natural, curly hair. 
Catherine has changed the way hair stylists are educated 
in Sweden to ensure they know how to care for Black hair, 
and she trains girls in Cameroon on braiding and hair care 
to create income.

Read Catherine’s story, 
in her own words >

 Impact

12,0000+

https://www.worldpulse.org/story/sweden%3A-my-beautiful-curly-hair-affirms-my-authentic-existence-0x1945ba0b
https://www.worldpulse.org/story/sweden%3A-my-beautiful-curly-hair-affirms-my-authentic-existence-0x1945ba0b
https://www.worldpulse.org/story/sweden%3A-my-beautiful-curly-hair-affirms-my-authentic-existence-0x1945ba0b
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Each year more men report World 
Pulse motivates them  to take action 

for gender equity.

Men & Boys

of members who reported 
impact on World Pulse this 
year were men

20%

“[As] a male member I learn a lot 
from this platform… what difficulties 
females face and what their problems 
are…This platform not only motivates 

women to write but gives opportunities 
for male advocates to share 

experiences and stories. Now I’m a full 
advocate of women’s rights.”

-World Pulse member, Pakistan

“World Pulse has made me realise the 
importance of engaging Men and Boys 

as Champions of Gender Equality.”
- Woman from Nigeria
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How It Works

Meet Arpita of India

Arpita needed support to discover her vision for change.
She struggled with depression and mainstream work culture in India, and 
sought a safe, encouraging community where she could speak out. 

Today, Arpita is creating essential safe spaces for women.
Through her peer support circles initiative, Arpita is dreaming big for 
her community and plans to reach 100 people in the next year. She 
knows her World Pulse sisters will support her in her journey.

She grows her leadership skills and network.
Arpita sets up her Impact Dashboard and accesses World Pulse 
resources and training. She begins designing peer support circles in 
her city of Bangalore where marginalized people can share their 
experiences in a safe space.

Arpita amplifies her message as a Featured Storyteller.
Arpita’s story is published on World Pulse and shared across digital 
channels, helping her to feel seen and celebrated. This recognition, 
along with encouragement and feedback from the community, helps 
Arpita see the value in her work and inspires her to dream bigger.

She finds World Pulse and shares personal stories.
Arpita responds to a call for stories on World Pulse. She is met with a 
supportive community that inspires her to advocate for other queer, 
neurodiverse, and mixed-caste people.   

“On World Pulse, I have felt seen, 
acknowledged, understood, and 
empowered. My whispers were 

nurtured into ringing cries for change 
that is inclusive of all diversity. I have 

met warm, powerful women who 
inspire me to strive towards the very 
best version of myself. They hold my 

hands as I find my way. The word 
‘grateful’ is not enough to convey how I 
feel, but it is the closest thing I can find 
in the English language. Thank you to 

each of you who have touched my heart, 
I see myself blooming in your gentle 

and loving embrace.”
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Programs

In 2021, the World Pulse team deepened 
our collaborative partnership with 

our global community to co-create 
transformative digital programming 
that meets women and allies right 

where they are. 

“It is an incredible community 
of positivity. I learned that by 

uplifting others you uplift yourself. 
It has been a life changing 

experience for me.”

— Mukut, India
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In close partnership with longtime World Pulse community 
leaders, we created four brand new training modules to 
help more women and girls benefit from digital tools. Did 
you miss the Global Premiere? Watch the short film about 
the Digital Empowerment Training Suite — and preview 
each of the modules below.

Basic Digital Skills
This module introduces 
fundamental digital skills 
for using the internet, smart 
devices, and computers.

Co-creating 
Transformative 

Digital Tools

Safety and Security 
In a time of increasing 
online harassment and 
data insecurity, staying 
safe online is more 
important than ever.

Digital Storytelling
This module introduces the 
basics of digital storytelling 
as a catalyst for building 
awareness and support. 

Online Advocacy
Introduction to using online 
tools for advocacy and 
movement building for the 
issues you care about.

of members report that 
World Pulse helped 
increase their skills

63.5%

of members report World 
Pulse helped increase 
their knowledge

80% 

https://worldpulse.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=eb2c67c4d1b299553dd934337&id=6de1a08edd&e=621dc003c0
https://worldpulse.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=eb2c67c4d1b299553dd934337&id=c18c6b7249&e=621dc003c0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CW-GNMGBbpU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lPGUhj3NLwQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xu2M_8MgfeA
https://worldpulse.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=eb2c67c4d1b299553dd934337&id=3b34804372&e=621dc003c0
https://worldpulse.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=eb2c67c4d1b299553dd934337&id=a2c65c81e6&e=621dc003c0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=shsKDW9uKn8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1FPYIBSNLlg
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2021 saw even more voices rising through the Story Awards 
program. World Pulse tripled the number of honorariums 
given, awarding and publishing stories on topics ranging 
from climate change to refugee rights. Hear from some of 
this year’s featured storytellers from around the globe:

MEXICO: My Vision for a Safer 
Mexico City
Rocio Montalvo shares her roadmap for how Mexico City 
can become a safe place for women to thrive after the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

KENYA: My Vision Will Eliminate 
Starvation in the Slums
As a community social worker, Teresa Wambui knows 
the devastating impacts of hunger and poverty. She 
says there’s one thing that can help everyone meet their 
basic needs.

INDIA: Let’s Make the Internet 
Safer for Women
Journalist and nonprofit founder Aparna Gopan survived 
cyberbullying. Now she’s leading campaigns to protect 
other minorities from online abuse.

Raising More Voices 
Through Story Awards

“[World Pulse] amplifies 
my voice and that’s my 

greatest power.” 
— Saum Idd, Kenya

report World Pulse helps 
them increase confidence

68.6%

https://www.worldpulse.org/story/mexico%3A-my-vision-for-a-safer-mexico-city-0x1928bc3b
https://www.worldpulse.org/story/mexico%3A-my-vision-for-a-safer-mexico-city-0x1928bc3b
https://www.worldpulse.org/story/kenya%3A-my-vision-will-eliminate-starvation-in-the-slums-0x1937fe80
https://www.worldpulse.org/story/kenya%3A-my-vision-will-eliminate-starvation-in-the-slums-0x1937fe80
https://www.worldpulse.org/story/india%3A-let%E2%80%99s-make-the-internet-safer-for-women-0x19336a89
https://www.worldpulse.org/story/india%3A-let%E2%80%99s-make-the-internet-safer-for-women-0x19336a89
https://www.worldpulse.org/story/mexico%3A-my-vision-for-a-safer-mexico-city-0x1928bc3b
https://www.worldpulse.org/story/india%3A-let%E2%80%99s-make-the-internet-safer-for-women-0x19336a89
https://www.worldpulse.org/story/kenya%3A-my-vision-will-eliminate-starvation-in-the-slums-0x1937fe80
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World Pulse Ambassadors help to bridge the digital 
gender divide, training thousands of women and girls 
annually in digital skills. Digital Ambassadors help more 
women to bring their voices online to World Pulse and 
speak for themselves. They have reached an estimated 
three million people overall with digital empowerment 
messages since 2019.

Expanding the Digital 
Ambassador Network

151 Digital 
Ambassadors 
in 30 countries: 

2,900
training sessions

51,000+
people trained

3 million
people reached with digital 
empowerment messages. 

“Thank you for guiding me to impact 
the lives of those who have no voice. 

I am grateful for my presence as a 
World Pulse Ambassador so that I can 

bring in the stories of the marginalized 
or forgotten… It would not have 

been possible if I was not a World 
Pulse member with access to my 

sisters for resources, guidance, and 
collaboration.”

—  Basudha Modak, South Africa
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Our mentorship program continued to connect and 
transform in 2021 with pairings criss-crossing 18 countries 
and beyond. Unlike many other mentorship programs, 
World Pulse’s is rooted in our core value of consent: 
instead of program officers making matches for our 
community, both the mentors and mentees consent 
actively to the relationship before the match is made. The 
matches are truly global, with many South-South pairings, 
breaking out of the mold of ‘Western mentorship’. 

Mentoring Powerful 
Leaders Across Borders

“I love the fact that my mentor has this 
burning desire to see me excel always. 
She is such a motivating and inspiring 

leader who always encourages me 
to make use of any opportunity that 

comes my way. Judy will always say this 
with a bright smile on her face: “Yes 

you can do it, I know you will do it, I am 
so proud of you.”

— Regina Afwani Young, Cameroon

Efe of Nigeria and Sumera of Kashmir 
even wrote a book together. 

“In my mentor, Efe Omordia, I have found a 
great adviser, a friend and above all a soul 

sister. Efe and I are from different parts of the 
globe. We do speak diverse languages and 

follow different religions but our hearts are 
connected by a strong bond woven by World 

Pulse.”

reported that they 
mentored others in 
the past year

37.7%

https://www.worldpulse.com/community/users/efe/posts/101988
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Platform

In 2021, a rising pulse of transformation 
hummed behind the scenes as our 

team and global community worked 
to develop a new World Pulse platform 

where members can build deeper 
global connections, solidarity, and 

impact. Though the launch took place 
in 2022, the seeds from which it grew 

were planted and cared for throughout 
the previous year—and the results were 

worth the wait.

“World Pulse is my all-weather, 
go-to platform. When I feel sad, I come 

for comfort, when I’m bored I come 
for entertainment, when I’m having 
impostor syndrome I come for the 

sisterly push and endorsement, when I 
lack inspiration I come for inspiration, 
when I’m tired I come for motivation. 
The platform, the members, and the 

stories are my world!”

— Sheroo, Zimbabwe
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We set out to reimagine the World Pulse platform based 
on years of community feedback. Our goal was to deliver 
on our members’ requests by making the platform 
more community-powered than ever. We grounded our 
process in ethical tech, consent-based design, and careful 
guidance from our new Technology Design Justice Board. 
The redesigned World Pulse allows members to:

• Discover more connections by easily finding stories 
on issues they care about and connecting to even 
more members with shared interests.

• Find more support as a storyteller through a guided 
step-by-step storytelling experience designed to 
drive action for change.

• Deepen dialogues with a feature for authors to 
“affirm” comments, letting the commenter know their 
words made a positive impact.

• Display organizations and affiliations to make visible 
the collective power of the movements members are 
leading and joining.

• Find a clearer path to grow leadership with new 
badges that make it more motivating and fun than 
ever to track leadership growth.

Bringing the New 
Community Platform 

to Life Together
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In 2021, we released our popular Impact Dashboard 
to more members, putting power in the hands of our 
community to track their impact and visualize their progress 
towards change. Since making this feature available to more 
members, our community has reported 198 community 
initiatives impacting more than 3.3 million people.

Expanding the Impact 
Dashboard 

How one member’s Impact Dashboard illuminates her journey:

Introducing the World Pulse Impact Dashboard

85.5 million
lives members project 
impacting if their initiatives 
meet their goals.

350

0

Oct, 18Dec, 18Oct, 18Jul, 19Oct, 20Oct, 18Aug, 18Apr, 21Nov, 21Jul, 18Nov, 20Aug, 20Aug, 20Mar, 22

TOTAL REPORTED IMPACT

INITIATIVES INITIATIVE UPDATES IMPACT GOAL

700

1050

1400

1,265
3 13 800

“World Pulse is the first-ever global 
platform that I have joined as an 

international contributor. It helped me 
understand cultures, languages, and 

empathic nature. It also gives me digital 
freedom that I can speak and write on 
international platforms where I can be 

heard, read, and celebrated. It improves 
my confidence and command of the 

English language.” 

— Anum Shakeel, Pakistan

https://impact.worldpulse.org/newsroom/Feature-Update%3A-Impact-Dashboard-Made-Available-to-More-Members
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Amplification

World Pulse’s global network of partners 
is critical to helping us elevate the 

visions and voices of our community to 
maximize impact. Here’s how we raised 

the volume in 2021.

“World Pulse has brought changes to 
my community by helping the voiceless 
to have a voice on issues of their lives.”

— Digna Peter, Tanzania
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Throughout the year, we shared women’s voices 
and insights sector-wide—from features on Google’s 
homepage to published articles on Forbes and Apolitical. 
We tackled critical topics, including the ways governments 
can use online platforms to listen to women’s voices 
to shape more inclusive policies, and how disability 
leadership can shape more caring online communities. 

World Pulse was also selected as an “Idea Remaking the 
World” by the International Women’s Forum and became 
the online community partner of global virtual events such 
as the NGO Commission on the Status of Women Forum. 
We promoted important community voices at digital 
rights conferences such as the World Summit on the 
Information Society, RightsCon, and MozFest.

World Pulse Voices 
on the Global Stage

Featured by

On stages & screens at

https://www.forbes.com/sites/marianneschnall/2021/08/19/achieving-a-gender-just-world-thought-leaders-provide-actionable-ways-to-break-through-equalitys-biggest-barriers/?fbclid=IwAR1pJNZhey9LLuY7O0YSiCKJ50OyAl8Pnqdumd3ihxyxaJLIJjoQMG1NmUw&sh=5e78e8e21e14
https://apolitical.co/solution-articles/en/how-decision-makers-can-elevate-womens-voices-through-online-participation
https://medium.com/world-pulse/how-were-building-an-online-culture-of-collective-care-a736e68e9c0c
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We released the #SheTransformsTech report with 
the backing of 27 technology and women’s rights 
partners. The report includes data-driven insights, 
personal narratives, and visionary solutions for making 
tech more equitable, sourced from grassroots women 
leaders, gender-diverse individuals, and marginalized 
communities from around the world. These findings 
continue to be promoted to forums globally, including 
as part of the Technology Policy Design Lab. Along with 
the report, we launched the Technology community hub 
page on the World Pulse platform, featuring thousands of 
stories and leaders changing technology.

#SheTransformsTech 
Report Makes Waves

Download the report here

2021 culminated in the first-ever World Pulse Voices Rising 
Awards, a new, annual awards ceremony that celebrates 
emerging and established women digital changemakers 
and storytellers who are shaping our future. These 50 
leaders are using their new awards to leverage greater 
media recognition and influence in their fields.

Introducing a New Annual 
Global Awards Program

https://impact.worldpulse.com/downloads/SheTransformsTech
https://www.worldpulse.org/explore/topic/technology-7
https://impact.worldpulse.com/downloads/SheTransformsTech
https://impact.worldpulse.org/top-voices-rising
https://impact.worldpulse.org/top-voices-rising
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Our digital editorial campaigns expand the reach and 
impact of the vital voices rising on World Pulse. In 2021, we 
launched efforts ranging from crowdsourcing solidarity 
statements for the women of Afghanistan to amplifying 
the findings from the #SheTransformsTech report.  

Most notably, we partnered with disability rights leaders 
to link cross-disability movements online and to 
crowdsource stories of disability justice. This campaign 
culminated in the launch of a Disability Justice hub on 
World Pulse, where women with disabilities log on to share 
stories and spotlight solutions.

Lifting Unheard Voices 
on the Frontlines

of World Pulse members 
reported they identify as 
having a disability

13.2% 

To counteract the stress of the pandemic, leading 
companies turned to World Pulse to provide a nurturing 
space for employees to connect and make a difference. 
Companies like Vodafone, Equinix, Salesforce, Providence, 
and Fossil hosted online events to introduce employees to 
online micro-volunteering opportunities for cross-cultural 
learning and direct connection and support of women 
changemakers internationally. 

Companies Connect in 
Solidarity With Women 

Globally 

https://www.worldpulse.org/explore/topic/disability-justice-9
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People

Our amazing staff, Board, and global 
network of advisors and councils grew 

this year—multiplying the magic we 
can bring to our community every day.

“Dear World Pulse Team…you 
people are doing remarkable work. 
I am personally thankful you keep 

provoking, sending emails, calling for 
actions and participation. This really 
helped me to break my inner silence 
after losing my dad and every time I 
receive your emails, I feel that I am 

made to fulfill some bigger purpose in 
life.”
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2021 brought a supercharge of brilliance to our organization 
with two new advisory groups. We launched a 15 member 
Global Voice Council of high profile global women 
storytellers, movement-leaders, and technology activists 
to advocate for World Pulse’s rising voices. A Technology 
Design Review Board gathers a diverse circle of network 
members to design and test the usability of our online 
community platform to ensure it is accessible and inclusive. 

New Advisors and 
Councils Guide 

Our Vision
World Pulse joined with international business, civil society, 
and government partners to announce the Her Digital 
Leadership Alliance, a commitment of the Generation 
Equality Forum—one of the world’s largest gatherings to 
secure ambitious commitments for gender equality, co-
hosted by UN Women and the governments of Mexico 
and France. Her Digital Leadership Alliance. Based on the 
findings of the #SheTransformsTech report, the Alliance 
is a five-year commitment to build a global network of 
20,000 grassroots women, girls, and gender-expansive 
leaders in 50+ countries and equip them with digital 
leadership, advocacy, and trainer skills. 

Alliance Strengthens 
Women’s Digital 
Changemaking

https://impact.worldpulse.org/newsroom/World-Pulse-Announces-Global-Voice-Council-to-Lift-Women%E2%80%99s-Emerging-Stories-Internationally
https://youtu.be/ohJTMG-PFfc
https://youtu.be/ohJTMG-PFfc
https://forum.generationequality.org/
https://forum.generationequality.org/
https://impact.worldpulse.org/newsroom/New-Alliance-to-Strengthen-Women%E2%80%99s-Digital-Skills-and-Changemaking-Globally-at-the-UN-Generation-Equality-Forum
https://youtu.be/ohJTMG-PFfc


5958

People  |  Branching our network out across the globeSEED · ROOT · RISE  |  Global Impact Grows from Digital Roots on World Pulse

Our new Disability Inclusion Plan came to life in 2021, 
including a published article about our journey. 2021 also 
brought our first year of the Powershift Inclusive Excellence 
(PIE) Committee—established to guide the shifting of 
power and decision-making of the World Pulse online 
community—which established culture, decision-making, 
and inclusivity statements.

Internal Foundations 
for Equity

We reintroduced our community giving program, 
Changefunders, as a means for supporters everywhere to 
invest in the voices of women and gender-diverse leaders 
in our global community. Thanks to the solidarity of 
Changefunders, our Change Fund provides seed funding 
to community leaders, including publishing honorariums 
to emerging global authors, tech stipends to facilitate 
more digital empowerment trainings, financial awards, 
and paid speaking opportunities.

Changefunders Seed 
a New Chapter

https://www.classy.org/campaign/changefunder/c375126
https://www.classy.org/campaign/changefunder/c375126


6160

Prosperity

Our supporters make our impact 
possible—from launching 

transformative training programs to 
revolutionizing our online platform. We 

take this opportunity to honor their 
contributions, celebrate their impact, 

and hear their voices.

“We know the challenges women’s 
movements face right now are 

numerous with intersecting 
crises including increased digital 

surveillance along with rising 
authoritarianism. The breadth of World 

Pulse’s partnerships is unique and 
important — very few other feminist 

organizations hold such a critical place 
at global technology policy tables.

Our longstanding partnership with 
World Pulse is one of which we are 

very proud and we can find no better 
way to build on that history with 

a substantial award representing, 
for us, deep admiration for World 

Pulse’s achievements, and trust in the 
organization’s ability to expand that 

even further in the coming years.”

— Katrin Wilde, Executive Director 
- Channel Foundation
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With deep gratitude 
for our supporters

Oak Foundation
Dr. Nancy O’Reilly
Providence
Catherine Raphael
Kathryn Reed
Jessica Robinson
Aparna Sanjay
Urvashi Shivdasani
Vodafone Americas 
Foundation
Ruth Warren
Ellen Wingard
Anne Mendel
Anonymous
Françoise Hovivian
Frank Smyth
Caleb Bushner
Carol MacKinnon
Barbara MacKay
Karen Dayan
Dr. Saida Desilets
Laura Downey

Colleen Abdoulah
Cathryn Arnell
Ellen Balaguer
Susan Barrett

Beyond Our Borders
Sarah Cavanaugh

Channel Foundation
Maura Conlon and Andrew 

McIvor
Lauren Downey

Marne Dunn
Anne Dupont

Equinix
Fossil Group

Theresa Gattung
Mahnaz Harrison

Hannah Kain
Beth Lacey

Daphne Luong
Linda and John Mason

Eugenia McGill
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Looking Ahead

As we reflect on the last year, it’s 
clear that a surge of new voices and 

leadership are needed for global 
healing and transformation. At World 

Pulse, we are using technology to 
collaborate globally and seed a rising 

pulse of women’s collective power.

We will build more impact 
in 2022 and beyond:

•  Multiply: We’ll multiply the number of emerging 
women leaders and changemakers speaking out and 
strengthening their visions and initiatives across the 
globe

•  Grow: We will grow the number of women digital 
empowerment trainers everywhere to help bridge the 
gendered digital divide.

•  Link: We will link women leaders to build more 
intersectional movements across issues and regions.

•  Amplify: We will raise the volume on women’s voices 
and solutions.

•  Support: We will crowdsource more resources to 
seed new voices and movements.

•  Co-create: We will model ethical technology that 
creates a measurable impact for gender justice.



“World Pulse is a great community 
of women that are multi-talented, 
articulate, and large-hearted.”

“I am a di�erent person today 
because I started sharing my 
stories on World Pulse. When 
my stories came out, so did I.”

“�e online community, the 
opportunity of exchanging with 
sisters around the world the advice, 
the encouragement received from 
them, [are] ‘planting seeds of hope’ 
for many vulnerable women in our 
grassroots communities.”

“Every time I open the World Pulse 
website I always feel at home.”

“[World Pulse] gave me boldness 
and a strong faith that no dream 
is impossible to achieve.”
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Learn more about what’s ahead in 2022 here. But for now, 
let us honor the power and joy of our global community by 
closing with their own words about World Pulse.

https://impact.worldpulse.org/newsroom/The-Rising-Power-of-Women%E2%80%99s-Voices-in-2022





